
Westward expansion and the Fate of 
Native America



I. Heading West – why? 
1. Cheap Land - Homestead Act of 1862 
2. Business Opportunities 
 a. the rise of the “corporate West”  
3. “Manifest Destiny” 

a. Conquering Nature 
4. Opportunities for Freedom 

II. The Fate of the Natives – Death, Disappearance, or 
Reform? 

1. the “eradication” school 
a. Sand Creek Massacre (1864), 

Fetterman Massacre (1866), Little Big 
Horn (1876) 

2. the “assimilationist” school 
a. the myth of the “Vanishing Indian” 
b. Educate Indians via schooling, land policy 

and law, to make them “civilized” 
i. Indian schools 
ii. Reservations and the Dawes 

Severalty Act of 1887 
III. Failure of the Dawes Act and Assimilation 

1. Loss of “excess’ land 
2. land speculation problems 
3. lack of compatibility with native 

lifestyles 
IV. The Ghost Dance, 1890 
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