
The Other Half: Immigration and 
Urbanization in the Industrial Era



I. The “Great American Melting Pot?” 
II. Four immigration “waves” 

i) The “Third Wave”- c. 1880-1920 
III. Why immigrate to America? And where? 
IV. City Life  

i) cultural support  
ii) employment 
iii) The “political machines” 

a. New York City’s “Tammany Hall” 
V. Living conditions 

i)       The bad: crowding, poverty, dirt and disease 
ii)       The good: close community, attractions of city 

life 
VII. Fears of immigrants among native-born Americans 

i) their Catholicism/Orthrodox/Judiasm 
ii) their threat to natives’ jobs 

a) Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 
iii) their “radicalism” and Marxist/socialist politics 

VIII. Immigrants and Urban Reform 
 i)    Jacob Riis and How the Other Half Lives 
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