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The problem of periodicity
What Industrialism Wrought
a. Environmental changes
1. Forest, water, air, and soil
b. Social and cultural changes
c. Intense debates about the nature of democracy, freedom, individual rights versus
the common good
Snapshot: America at Midcentury
a. The origins of industrialism
b. Civil War and Reconstruction
¢. The dominance of agrarian America
i. The rural North
ii. The Cotton South
Industrialism In Earnest
a. Massive growth. Why?
i. Railroads
ii. Resources
iii. Communications
iv. Business innovations
v. Government support
b. The “New South?”
i. Industrialism and white supremacy
ii. The South as raw materials
iii. The continuing dominance of cotton
Transformations
a. The Rise of the Middle Class
i. Middle class culture and leisure
ii. Changing — and unchanging — gender roles
1. “separate spheres”
2. “Aman’s world”
3. Women’s political and social activism
iii. The African-American middle class
b. Wealth, Power, and Democracy
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