
Fate of the Freedpeople: Reconstruction and the 
Enduring Legacies of Slavery



I. The Worldwide History of Slavery 
1. Unique Characteristics of Euro-American Slavery 

a. Money, race, and descent  
II. Slavery and the South  

1. slavery as a source of economic/political power 
a. The “planter elite”  

2. slavery and poor whites – the “social floor” 
3. After the war: recreating the slave system without 

slavery 
III. The End of Slavery and the Beginning of Freedom – Now 

What? 
1. Searching for family 
2. Schools and education 
3. Establishing Churches 
4. Entering Politics 

IV. The Problem of Making a Living – the Rise of 
Sharecropping 
1. The Freedmen’s dream: independent “yeoman” 

farming 
a. “Nothing But Freedom” – no longer slaves, but 

no land 
b. Resistance to Black Codes and the Old 

Plantation 
c. How to make a living? 

2. White plantation owners – need cheap labor.  How to 
get it? 

3. Solution – the Sharecropping System 
a. benefits both parties (although whites get the 

better end of the deal) 
b. Freedmen supply labor, white owners supply 

equipment, tools – all profits split 50/50 (in 
theory) 

c. The Problem of “Debt Peonage” and the 
sharecropping trap 
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