
Farmer Brown Strikes Back: The 
Populist Revolt Against Industrialism





I. Intro; “The Rectangle of Righteousness?” 
II. “Agrarian America” 

1)  “Jeffersonian agrarianism” – farmers as ideal 
citizens 

III. Industrialism’s Threats to Farmers 
1) “Status Anxiety” 
2) The threat to community and family values 
3) financial trouble, debt, etc. 
4) Monopolies – railroads and banks 

a. “Producerism”: the true source of wealth 
IV. Forming “Alliances”  

1) 1867-70 -- Patrons of Husbandry, aka “The 
Grange” 

2) 1880s – National Farmers’ Alliance 
a. “Colored Alliances” 
b. Links to the Knights of Labor 

V. The “Ocala Demands” (1890) and the “Omaha 
Platform” (1892) 
1) Government “of the people” 
2) public ownership of the railroads 
3) direct election of senators/graduated income tax 
4) no protective tariffs for industry, no land giveaways 
5) Restricting immigration 
6) the “subtreasury” system 
7) free coinage of silver 

VI. 1892-96 – The Populist Party  
1) 1896 – William Jennings Bryan and “fusion” with 

Democrats 
2) The demise of (political) Populism 
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